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home was on the Potomac not far from Mount Ver-
non. For some years John Sutton, Senior, was man-
ager for Jacob Warwick at the Dunmore farm, late in
the last century. Finally he bought land and settled
where his son, John Sutton, Junior, lived. Mrs Saut-
ton was Rachel Gillispie, daughter of Jacob Gillispie,
who owned nearly all the land in sight of Greenbank
looking north and east. Mrs Jacob Gillispie was Re-
becea Berry, a half sister of Mary Vance Warwick,
the widow Berry having married Mr Vance, who lived
at Mountain Grove. Jacob Gillispie’s family consist-
ed of nine daughters and six sons.

John Sutton, Senior, paid a visit to his old home on
the Potomac where it is said to be twelve miles across.
His friends seemed astonished when he told them he
had seen the head spring and drank of its water on
Laurel Fork, near what is known as the Wilfong Set-
tlement.

JAMES TALLMAN.

Among the names identified with our county’s his-
tory that of Tallman has figured prominently for more
than a hundred years, and while there are scores of
our citizens with Tallman blood in their veins, yet the
name is borne by but few anymore; as so many have
moved away to other counties and western States.

The Tallman relationship trace their ancestry to
James Tallman, who was a native of Augusta County.
His first marriage was with Nancy Crawford, of that
county, and soon afterwards settled on property west
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of Greenbank, now held by Joseph Beard, the heirs of
Adam Arbogast, and Dr Moomau. This must have
been before the Revolution, as all the probabilities
point to that conclusion. There were in the first fami-
ly three sons and two daughters: Rachel, Rebecca,
Benjamin, William, and Boone.

Rachel was married to Peter Hull, of Highland, who
was a son of Adam Hull.

Rebecca was married to Reuben Slaven.

Benjamin Tallman married Elizabeth Warwick, and
settled on property now owned by Captain Siple. The
names of his children William, James, Robert, John,
Cyrus, and Nancy, who became Mrs Benjamin Tall-
man (son of Boone) and lives in Illinois.

Benjamin Tallman was a colonel of the 127th regi-
ment, a member of the court, represented the county
in the Virginia House of Delegates, and was for many
vears a ruling elder in the Liberty Presbyterian
church, and a justice of the peace.

William Tallman married Jane Bradshaw, and set-
tled on a section of the Tallman homestead. It was
their son James Tallman who was the successor of
Henry Moffett in the clerkship of Pocahontas courts.

Boone Tallman, the third son of the early settler,
went to the Levels often enough to win the affections
of Mary Poage, daughter of George W. Poage. Their
children were George, James, Benjamin, who met his
death by drowning, and Rachel Ann, who beecame Mrs
Enoch Burner.

In reference to the second marriage of James Tall-
man, Senior, we learn that his second wife was
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Jemima Gillispie. Their children were Jane, Nancy,
Margaret, Sally, Samuel, and James.

Jane Tallman became Mrs William Arbogast and
settled at Greenbank on the estate now owned by Dr
Mooman.  Their children were William, James,
George, Alcinda, who married Isaac Moore, near
Dunmore, Margaret, who became Mrs David Maupin,
first marriage, and Mrs Thomas Maupin, second mar-
riage, a much esteemed lady—lately deceased. It was
her son Harvey Maupin whose tragic death occurred
near Marlinton in 1898, while sliding logs. Nannie
Arbogast the youngest, became Mrs Dr J. P. Moomau
and lives near Greenbank on the homestead. E. S.
Moomau, pharmacist at Lewisburg, Dr L. H. Moomau
at Greenbank, James Moomau, Mary, now Mrs Dr C.
L. Austin, Misses Flora, Lillian. Boone, Lucy, and
Frederick are their children. Dr Moomau is a physi-
cian of more than forty years standing, and a promi-
nent citizen of affairs. He has represented the county
in the Legislature of West Virginia.

Nancy Tallman became Mrs Brannon and lived in
Lewis County. Margaret Tallman became Mrs Goff,
and also lived in Lewis County.

Sally Tallman was married to William Gum, and
settled on Deer Creek.

The Tallman relationship has been long and con-
spicuously identified with the development and im-
provement of important communities. They were a
people who aspired to be first in everything that pro-
moted the improvement and elevation of their neigh-
bors and. themselves, and their influence has been
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deeply impressed upon many characters. Though the
name has well nigh ceased to be heard among us, yet
the writer is pleased to believe that the spirit of James
Tallman, the early settler, is yet moving about among
scores of our families.

DAVID L. RUCKMAN.

Fifty years ago one of the most active men in lower
Pocahontas was David Little Ruckman, Constable of
the Levels District. He was tall and wiry in person,
quick and nervous in his movements, and usually rode
in a rapid trot. He always meant business, ard when
he went to collect a debt the money or property had to
be in evidence. Were an arrest to be made he nearly
always found the person that was wanted. His home
was in the cove near Marvin, and is now occupied by
his grandson, Mathews Ruckman.

Full particulars of his ancestry are given in another
chapter. David L. Ruckman was born on Back creek.
He had three brothers who lived to be grown. Samuel
Ruckman, whose son Colonel David V. Ruckman is
widely known in our county. John Ruckman went to
Ohio. James Ruckman settled in Illinois. He had
also these sisters: Fannie, who married John Gum.
She was the mother of Mrs Samuel Harper, on Knapps
Creek, and Mrs Martha Ginger, whose son George W.
Ginger now resides in Huntersville, the village black-
smith. Mr Ginger, her husband, was killed during
the war. Mary Ann Ruckman went with her brother
John to Ohio.



